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OHIO SECTION—CLEVELAND UNIT.

A ddress o f  H on . M yron T. Herrick,* E x-G overnor o f O hio , and  
F orm er A m bassador to France, Cleveland, O hio.

(Given before the Cleveland Dental Society, April 2nd. 1917.)

These are times when courage is of 
great importance to the people of this 
country. I am astonished at my courage 
tonight. Many tim es I have found it 
extremely difficult and I have delayed for 
a long time for fear of meeting one den
tist, and now here I face all o f you. The 
supreme importance of the care of the 
teeth was never better demonstrated than 
in a little incident which I happened to 
recall here to-night. It occurred in Paris. 
General Diaz, the ex-president of the Mex
ican Republic, was residing there after 
his resignation, and when the Mexican 
troubles were uppermost he spoke with 
a great deal of concern about his Coun
try, o f his service for thirty years, how 
he had labored all those years for the 
benefit o f the Mexican Republic, and he 
said, “ I resigned one day; it did not 
seem to me so important— I could have 
put down that insurrection as I had put 
down worse insurrections. I wish I had 
not resigned; the reason I did, primarily 
was that I had an ulcerated tooth and I 
weakened.”

I hope it will not be necessary to have 
an examination of any of our officials to
day in Congress or anywhere else, that 
they may not lose their nerve by reason 
o f ulcerated teeth or anything o f the 
sort.

I have before me a Resolution, which 
many of you have read, which has been 
presented to Congress and which will 
probably meet with its approval. It will

*It was largely thru the efforts o f  Ex-Governor 
Herrick that the American Ambulance Hospital in 
Paris was founded. He has always been and is 
now one o f  its most ardent supporters and friends 
o f the dental profession. He was entirely respon
sible for the organization o f the dental department 
in the American Ambulance.— Editor.

give courage to the people of the whole 
country. Let me read this Resolution: 

Resolution presented by Representative 
Flood of Virginia.

“ Whereas, the recent course of the Im
perial German Government is in fact 
nothing less than war against the gov
ernment and people of the United States: 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, That 
the state of belligerency between the 
United States and the Imperial German 
Government which has thus been thrust 
upon the United States is hereby formal
ly declared and,

“ That the President be and he is here
by authorized to take immediate steps 
not only to put the country in a thoro 
state of defense but also to exert all of 
its power and employ all o f its resources 
to carry on war against the Imperial Ger
man Government and to bring the conflict 
to a successful termination.”

There will be a response, in my opin
ion, to that sentiment thruout the entire 
United States, in fact that is simply voic
ing the sentiments of the people of the 
United States. This, my friends, is a 
sublime moment in which to live, a won
derful moment, when a whole people 
reaches that state of mind in which they 
feel that it is sublime to die in the ser
vice of their country. It is the revival 
of that sentiment which caused our fore
fathers to expatriate themselves and 
come over here to set up a kind of gov
ernment on the W estern Hemisphere 
which we have learned to love and 
which has brought about this great civili
zation, and we are now just as ready to
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defend it as they were, or as the men of 
’61 were to fight for it.

I have a warm interest in what you 
have been doing, gentlemen. I happen 
to be a Trustee of your Institute, and 
I have noted with pleasure and pride 
what was being undertaken there and 
what the dentists thruout the United 
States are doing, what your State and 
National Associations are accomplishing, 
and in this crisis, the support which you 
offer is such as every citizen should 
give. You have undertaken a system of 
preparedness but I do not think you 
really appreciate the potentialities in 
what you are doing. I happened to see 
a good deal of this work in France at 
the beginning of the war, and I know 
what surgeons, doctors, dentists, nurses 
and people who are engaged in those 
lines of work have been able to accom
plish. It is much easier, much more 
conspicuous to lead the charge, or to 
wear a brilliant uniform and do those 
things which have been written of war
fare, but scientific preparation and the 
application of knowledge such as you 
possess is a service so effective a:id so 
far reaching that when the history of 
this war is written, those of your pro
fession will find your names written high 
as those who served their fellow  men.

At the beginning of the war, the first 
thought that occurred to men of your pro
fession and o f the medical profession, 
was of care for the wounded. It is that 
professional instinct which makes you 
desire to serve mankind in crisis at all 
times. Thru that instinct the American 
Ambulance Hospital near Paris was cre
ated. There was a great and wonderful 
building, the photographs of which have 
now become familiar to the people of 
America, just completed at Neuilly, the 
Lycee Pasteur. Two or three American 
physicians came and suggested they 
would like to turn the little existing 
American Hospital into a war hospital, 
with some tents in the garden, to care 
for a few  wounded. I went with the

Doctor, who had suggested this, to visit 
General Fevires, the head of sanitation 
in the French army, and he suggested 
that the Americans should take and equip 
and conduct as a hospital, the Lycee Pas
teur which would accommodate some 
1500 patients if fully equipped. He said 
he knew of American surgery, the Amer
ican genius for organization, and tho it 
required a large sum of money, as the 
Americans had evinced their desire to do 
something, he thought possibly it might be 
equipped thru the people of our country 
quicker, and made effective sooner, as 
the French were not quite ready to take 
care of it themselves. They gave us an 
option for forty-eight hours. I am not 
going into the detail, but the require
ments were that it should be underwrit
ten for not less than Pour Hundred 
Thousand Dollars for the first year, and 
that it must be conducted to the finish 
by an annual expenditure of at least as 
much more. The Americans in Paris, 
the Doctors, the Surgeons, and the Den
tists (o f two of whom I will speak after
wards) and other people, came together 
to consider the proposition. An exam
ination was made of the building, and 
within the forty-eight hours the whole 
sum was underwritten and a promise 
given that we should be responsible for 
the conduct of that hospital. There 
were to be always not less than Twenty 
Thousand Dollars in the Treasury, and 
whatever might befall Paris no American 
should desert his post. The Americans 
undertook that and soon had an oppor
tunity to prove their devotion, which I 
always like to speak of, for there was 
one moment when no one doubted that 
within a few  hours the bombardment of 
Paris would begin and the German army 
would enter Paris, as we believed, thru 
Neuilly where the Hospital was. I re
ceived a telegram from Mr. Gerard, 
American Ambassador in Berlin, one 
evening, saying “ the German General 
Staff advise you and all Americans to 
leave Paris at once by Rouen and Harve.”
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At that moment the French Government 
had left Paris and some million and a 
quarter of the people fled within forty- 
eight hours. That was a test upon all 
connected with that institution; they had 
given their pledge, but it seemed under 
these circumstances that they should not 
only be permitted, but that some of the 
people there should be advised to go. 
They were told that they would be re
leased individually, but not collectively; 
there were certain ones that were urged 
to go and could go without discredit. 
Not a nurse, doctor, surgeon or dentist, 
not even an errand boy ever left his post 
or thought of leaving it. I see before me 
a young man who was in that hospital at 
the time and knows of this work and 
what it has accomplished.

It was this institution that inaugurated 
the ambulance or field service of which 
we have heard much. Hundreds of our 
college boys have gone to drive these am
bulances. Already they have almost 
three hundred in operation and will soon 
have five hundred or six hundred.

The Hospital at Neuilly had the honor 
of inaugurating dental service, the first, 
I believe, in this war. It also has had 
the distinction of creating a method of 
removing, within forty-eight hours, to 
the Base Hospital, wounded men from 
the Front. The saving of lives and of 
suffering by that method is beyond com
prehension. From Lieutenant Pechkoff 
who was here recently we have heard of 
its service to humanity; he himself was 
brought back to health under the care of 
Dr. Feiss and Miss Grimes, a Cleveland 
nurse, after his arm had been shot away 
and gangrene had so developed that 
he was told he had but a half hour to 
live.

I have written down some detail which 
I could not possibly remember, of the 
part which your profession has had in 
making the American Ambulance one of 
the great war hospitals. The dental de
partment of that hospital has demon
strated that it is of such wonderful value, 
that no one will ever hereafter think that

any war can be conducted and the wound
ed be cared for, except with the necessary 
contingents of the best scientific men 
that your profession can produce. Some 
of the best surgeons, physicians, dentists 
and nurses o f America have given their 
service in this hospital. In consequence 
it has been enabled to develop new and 
improved methods of treatment which 
have been adopted in other hospitals and 
constitute a permanent addition to the 
medical knowledge of the world. No ad
vance of this sort has been more notable 
than in the field of dental surgery. It is 
doubtful if there has ever been such 
quick and general recognition of the es
sential part that the science of dental 
surgery bears in relation to general hos
pital work, as has been accorded in this 
war. Surgeon A. M. Fauntleroy, U. S. N., 
in his report on the medico-military as
pects of the European War made to the 
Navy Department, gives a good deal of 
space to dental surgery. He says that 
“one of the surgical advances of the pres
ent war has been the recognition of the 
dentist as a necessary unit in the organi
zation of a military hospital. So valuable 
has this work become that every large 
military hospital now has its surgical 
dental department which works in con
junction with the other surgical services, 
and supplements certain procedures 
which are indispensable as regards 
bringing about a favorable result.”

This war has brought about many new 
conditions. The fact that most of the 
fighting has been done in the trenches 
has had the natural result that a large 
proportion of the wounds were of the face 
and jaw, involving usually a great loss 
of substance in the form of bone, teeth 
and soft parts.

It is not only in surgefy connected with 
the jaws and teeth that dentists have 
proved their great usefulness in this war. 
They have done wonderful work in the 
field o f hygiene of the mouth and in pre
venting infection. In the matter of re
storing horribly disfigured men to nearly 
their normal appearance, the dental and

I
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plastic surgeons have achieved results 
that have attracted the widest attention. 
It is not possible to exaggerate the relief 
that has thus been brought to many v ic
tims of the war. These unfortunate men 
com e to the hospitals, particularly to the 
American Ambulance, with faces literally 
shot away— jaws, mouth, nose gone. Un
der the old methods, if they recovered at 
all, they would have become such fright
ful monstrosities, that it would have been 
necessary to keep their faces covered. 
Children would have run from  them in 
the streets. They could not have re
sumed their places in society, their occu
pations would have been gone, and they 
would have been left outcasts in the 
world.

But the skill of the dental surgeons 
has changed this. They have literally re
built human faces. They have replaced 
parts that had been shot away and have 
restored men so that they could take 
their places in society again and be of 
use to the world. It is not strange that 
special hospitals to be devoted to this 
class of work alone should have been 
proposed.

It is only proper to say that a great 
deal o f credit for all these achievements 
belongs and has been freely accorded to 
the American Ambulance, which has 
treated a great number of such cases and 
has supplied the initiative and the leader
ship for similar work in many other hos
pitals. The Surgical Dental Department 
of the American Ambulance is in charge 
of two American dentists, Dr. G. B. Hayes 
and Dr. W. S. Davenport. Beginning on 
a comparatively small scale, the work of 
this department has gradually extended. 
There are now ten dental surgeons, be
sides the dental surgeon-in-chief, Dr. 
Hayes, together with many nurses and 
assistants.

The following report for the year end
ing August 31, 1916, of the Dental De
partment of the American Ambulance 
Hospital, will be o f interest to members 
o f the dental profession:

“ Since the last report the Dental De

partment has been considerably extend
ed, and now comprises three operating 
rooms, and a well equipped laboratory. 
Several special donations have been re
ceived for its use, and one, ‘The Gold and 
Platinum Fund,’ has permitted the ex
tended use of these precious metals in 
cases requiring work o f the most perma
nent nature. Another fund has made 
possible continuous radiographic and 
photographic records of all interesting 
cases, and these will be of inestimable 
value to the profession when published. 
In addition to these records, sixty-one 
life masks showing patients in successive 
stages of operative treatment have been 
prepared, and 647 plaster models, show
ing the maxillae before and after treat
ment, together with the apparatus used 
in the reduction and maintenance o f frac-^ 
tured parts.

“ In spite of the increase o f the num
ber of wounds involving fractures of the 
maxillae and the long and special treat
ment demanded in these cases, it has 
been the constant effort of the Depart
ment to offer to every patient in the Am
bulance regular dental attention includ
ing prophylaxis of the mouth, removal of 
broken down teeth, necessary fillings, 
and the substitution of artificial teeth 
whenever necessary for mastication or 
to correct visible deformity.

“The importance o f a Dental Depart
ment as a necessary unit in a general 
military hospital has now become widely 
recognized, as its close association with 
other branches of surgery can alone per
mit of its development and usefulness.

“ The reputation created by the results 
of the first year’s work which attracted 
attention and interest owing to the new 
problems involved, has been a constant 
incentive to greater endeavor, and the 
lead obtained by being the first war hos
pital prepared to receive and treat cases 
of severe fracture of the jaws has awak
ened a most legitimate desire to keep 
this lead on the part of every member of 
the staff.

“ During the year visits have been re
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ceived from the heads of nearly all of 
the French stomatological centers, as 
well as from special delegations of Eng
lish, Italian, Russian, Spanish and Ser
vian dentists, and numerous special cases 
have been received for treatment from 
Belgium, England and from many French 
hospitals.

“ During the year ending August 31, 
1916, 371 cases o f fractured maxillae have 
been admitted, of which 226 have been 
discharged cured, 45 remain in the Ambu
lance, and 100 have been transferred to 
auxiliary hospitals and are still under 
treatment by the Department. In the 
more usual dental work may be mention
ed 3593 extractions, 6150 fillings of all de
scriptions, 796 plates and appliances fab
ricated and fitted, and 10,562 general sur
gical and prophylactic treatments. There 
was a total o f 14,353 sittings and general 
anesthesia was employed in 92 opera
tions.”

It is a fortunate thing for this country 
now when war is upon us that it can 
profit by the experience of France, Eng
land and their allies during the last three 
years. Preparation has been sadly neg
lected, but we can in part make up for 
lack of foresight by adopting the meth
ods which the Allies have found effective. 
Their methods o f surgical and medical 
treatment should be of especial value to 
us, for they have mobilized as we must 
do, the expert knowledge and skill o f 
their scientists.

I cannot praise too highly the spirit of 
cooperation and service in which the 
Cleveland Dental Society has prepared 
to aid the nation in the war which is be
ing forced upon us. The country is go
ing to need the service of every man in 
every walk of life; your anticipation of 
that need and preparation for  it is evi
dence that the spirit of sacrifice which 
inspires the French people, which has 
been uppermost in this country in every 
national emergency, is still the living 
and unconquerable force without which 
all the modern death-dealing equipment 
of war cannot prevail. It is that spirit

of faith, o f love of country, o f self- subor
dination, which enabled French troops, 
tho inadequately equipped and armed, to 
arrest and turn the great German armies 
as they swept on thru Belgium almost to 
the gates of Paris. It is that same spirit, 
handed down to us from our forefathers 
as the greatest of our inheritances, that 
is now waking in the breasts of Ameri
cans, for tho at times it may have seemed 
to slumber, it has never died. That spirit, 
inspiring and supported by such meas
ures of preparation as you are taking now 
to be ready when the call comes, is in
vincible.

There are many things before us that 
we do not comprehend. I remember the 
day just before war was actually declar
ed in France; within forty-eight hours 
the whole face of the world seemed to 
be changed. W e are sitting here tonight 
and life is normal all about us; I 
suppose the President of the United 
States has finished his speech by this 
time, he was to begin at eight o ’clock. 
The die is probably cast. W e are enter
ing upon new conditions in America such 
as this generation has not known; con 
ditions which I trust that when this war 
is finished will never again be permitted. 
Within a short time millions and millions 
of American people will be transformed 
in spirit, taken away from the activities of 
normal life and its common aspirations, 
to fulfill that duty of national defense 
which is the first obligation of citizen
ship.

I have no doubt that America will com 
prehend the meaning of this war. It is 
the supreme struggle, to determine 
whether Government of the people and 
by the people should or should not per
ish from the earth. I believe that the men 
of this generation will justify to the full 
the traditions and the expectations of 
this beloved Country o f ours, and that 
we shall uphold to the finish the honor 
of this flag (raising an American flag), 
and it will rise higher than it has ever 
been before as a token for the whole 
world;




